Willow Class – Autumn 2023
	Dear Parents/Carers,

This is a brief outline of all the exciting things we will be studying in Willow Class this term. This is sadly the children’s final year at Colgate and of course we want to make it full of lots of great learning and happy memories. Children have lots to look forward to this year - the residential, bikeability, music festival, end of year production and lots more. They will have more positions of responsibility in the school and we aim to prepare and equip them well for secondary school. Of course this is the year of SATs; whilst that will be an end goal and we will do some practise papers throughout the year to help prepare the children, we hope to strike a good balance.
Our main theme this term is 

Being Different
and much of the teaching this term will link to this. 
	History

Timeline of historical periods.

WWII:
Why did Britain go to War?
Evacuation
Standing Firm

Carrying on

The Home Front

Propaganda


	Science
Classification of Living Things

Evolution & Adaptation


	Geography
- Map reading & atlas skills 
- Location of places in the World.

- How economic activity changed in Britain.

- How land use changed.

- Geography of countries involved.

	Literacy

Literacy will be linked to our topic as well as our whole class reading books this term: The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas and When the Sky Falls. We will cover a range of genres to meet the end of year expectations.

	Numeracy
Place value 
Addition & subtraction
Multiplication & division

Fractions
	Music

- Rhythm
- Reading Music

- Playing the recorder
- Singing, Listening and responding to music.
	I.C.T.
- Computers: Past, Present & Future

- Graphic Design

- Binary Code

- Python Programming 
- Programming ‘Spheros’

	Art

Children will develop their sketching, painting and modelling skills further.
Disabled artists
‘Making my Voice Heard’
	P.E.
(Tuesday and Wednesday)
Tag rugby
Fitness
Basketball
Gymnastics

Woodland Activities
Orienteering 

(at Hindleap)
	R.E.

Beliefs & Practises
What is the best way for a Muslim to show commitment to God?
(To be taught by Mrs George-Eames)

	French
- Phonetics
- Presenting myself:
The family

In the Classroom

Pets & Animals

Christmas

(To be taught by Mrs George-Eames)
	P.S.H.C.E.
-Respectful relationships
- Being a good buddy

- Peer mediation

- Human rights 

- Stereotypes, discrimination & online influences
	D.T.
Cooking with Mrs Sanders

Designing and making a soft toy 


To aid children’s transition into secondary school, the children will be given a homework diary and more regular work will be sent home. They will also be given a book which we will stick the homework into. I will always aim to give the children a week (or more for longer projects) to complete their work as many children have lots of out of school activities. Please help your child to check their diary and complete their work on time. Regular homework slots at home can help with this.
Daily Reading – Please hear your child read a variety of texts as often as possible. Discuss the text with them and encourage expression using punctuation to guide them. Talk about why they have said it in that way. 
Spellings – Children will look at different spelling rules and have target spelling words. Words will be on spelling shed to practise both at home and school.
Grammar - We will have regular grammar lessons at school and there will be a short weekly grammar homework given out on Friday.
Maths - Weekly maths homework will be given to consolidate skills on a Wednesday.
x Tables – Children need to know the times tables to 12x12. It is a massive help with their daily maths lessons. They are able to practise at home on TTrockstars and any other ways they like.
Topic/English - Homework related to topic work/English will be given out during the term. It will not be on a regular basis but when suits best with our class work.
If you have any queries or would like to speak to me, please see me at the end of the day or contact me through seesaw.

Thank you,
Miss A. Wilson
