Apple Class – Summer Term 2022
	Dear Parents and Carers,

Here is an outline of our learning for the Summer Term. For the first two weeks, we will be starting with our whole school focus on ‘Growth’ before moving on to our main focus “Who stomps, chomps and roars?”   
P.E will continue to be on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure all uniform and PE kit is labelled as this will help us to get the children changed more quickly and allow us to return any lost clothing!
Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions. We are always happy to help!
Kind Regards
The Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

We will be discussing how to keep healthy through exercise, healthy eating and taking care of our minds and bodies. 
The Year 1 children will be also be talking about how our bodies change as we grow older. 

	Mathematics

Reception will continue to count, order, read and write numbers to 10 and will also begin to look at the numbers to 20 in more depth. We will continue to recap on number bonds to 5 (e.g. 4 and 1, 3 and 2) and we will explore number bonds to 10 and doubles using a range of resources. We will also revisit addition and begin learning about subtraction. Reception will also develop their spatial reasoning skills.  
Year 1 will develop their place value knowledge of numbers to 50 and beyond. We will introduce early multiplication skills through counting in 2’s, 5’s and 10’s and we will explore division through sharing objects into equal groups. Year 1 will develop their understanding of time and money and will also be developing their mental maths skills by learning number facts such as doubles, number bonds and other addition and subtraction facts.

	Understanding of the World (Science, Computing, History, Geography and RE)
We will continue to explore seasonal change and look at the weather patterns for Summer. 
Our Science focus will be Plants and we will also revisit our previous learning related to Animals including and Humans. 
 In Computing, Year 1 will develop their musical skills and create simple comics. Reception will continue to develop their skills through the use of Busy Things. 

Our History learning will provide opportunities to learn about dinosaurs and the work of Mary Anning.  
In Geography, we will continue to look at the difference between human and physical features and compare Colgate with a contrasting location. 
As part of our RE learning, we will be learning about Judaism.  
We will also be learning about the Queen and where she lives in London as part of the Jubilee celebrations. 

	English
We will be reading dinosaur stories and non fiction, as well as books about the work of Mary Anning. 

We will continue to use the Song of Sounds phonics programme to revisit the sounds we have learnt as well as high frequency ‘tricky’ words. 
Reception will continue with Song 1 and we will revisit the digraphs (2 letters that represent one sound) as well as becoming more confident with reading and writing words with 3, 4 and 5 sounds. 
Year 1 will continue to work through Song 2 with Mrs Forrest. 

There will be opportunities in Phonics sessions and in play for the children to use their knowledge of letters and sounds to write simple words and sentences. The Year 1 children will be developing their writing stamina in order to compose longer pieces of writing, as well as continuing to write with increasing independence, spelling a greater number of words correctly and using capital letters and full stops more accurately. 

Reception and Year 1 will be able to change their reading books on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. Please ensure that the reading books are in the book bags on these days, ready to be changed if needed. You are very welcome to keep a book for an extra couple of days in order to revisit the text if needed. 
Children will benefit from opportunities to read a book at least twice before changing it for a new one. This is really important for building up fluency and word recognition skills. It will also develop their comprehension skills as they will have a greater understanding of the text once they have read it twice. Listening to their favourite stories being read aloud will also support comprehension skills. The more stories children hear, the greater understanding they have of how texts work and the more vocabulary they learn.
Please read with your child as often as possible- even 5 minutes a day can increase their confidence and fluency.

	Expressive Arts and Design

Reception will be able to immerse themselves in a variety of role-play situations linked to our new learning and we will create these role play areas with the children, using their ideas as a starting point. They will continue to access the home corner that we have set up in the classroom.
They will also be able to create their own role play costumes using our materials and other creative resources. 
We will be developing our sketching skills and will continue to enhance our colour mixing knowledge. 
Year 1 will be exploring printing linked to our work on fossils and dinosaurs and in DT, they will be creating moving pictures using different mechanisms. 
We will continue to use Charanga to develop our musical skills. 
	Physical Development

We will be invasion games and multi-skills during our sessions with Henry. After half term, we will be learning how to play Kwik Cricket too.  
In class we will be developing the children’s gross motor skills by using the trim trail, bikes and scooters and by using the equipment to create our own obstacle courses. We will also be following the programme ‘Squiggle while you Wiggle’ to encourage the children to create large movements when mark making. 

We will support the children’s fine motor control by using play dough, small construction and utensils such as tweezers to help strengthen their finger muscles in preparation for holding a pencil. 
Y1 will be continue to practise cursive letter formation through focusing on one set of letters at a time that all have the same directionality (e.g. a, c, d, g, q, o)


