Apple Class – Spring Term 2020
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	Dear Parents,

Happy New Year to you all and many thanks for the Christmas cards and gifts that we received. We were all very touched by your kind words and generosity. We hope that you had a lovely Christmas break.

 Here is an outline of what the Reception children and the Year One children will be learning during this term. The work in each area will be linked to the Early Years Foundation Stage, leading towards the Early Learning Goals for the Reception children and the Year One children will be following the National Curriculum. This term our topic will be “Fire and Ice”.  P.E will continue to be on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure all uniform and PE kit is labelled as this will help us to get the children changed more quickly!
Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions.

Kind Regards
The Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

Year 1 will be thinking about ‘Money Matters’. We will be learning about why we have money and what it means to be able to afford something. The children will be looking at the differences between wants and needs.
Later in the term, we will be learning about foods from around the world and Fair Trade principles. 

Reception will be learning how to solve problems and how to resolve conflicts by compromising. 

	Literacy

We will be using a variety of fiction and non fiction books to gather information about penguins. The children will be looking at the layout of the non fiction books and will be learning how to use some of the features such as the glossary, the index page and the contents page.
We will continue to use the Song of Sounds phonics programme.  The Reception children will be learning more of the digraphs such as er/ar/air and will have daily opportunities to read and write words containing these sounds. They will also be learning some of the tricky words such as he, me, we etc.

Year 1 will continue to read and spell words containing the alternative spellings for sounds such as ay/ai and er/ir. They will be practising their word bags during registration each morning with a friend so we will not be sending the word bags home any longer. Instead we will send home their new words to learn on a sticker in their reading diary. Please help them to learn these words off by heart and we can reward them with a sticker each time they complete another set. 

The class will be given opportunities to write simple words, sentences and stories. We will be encouraging the children to hear and write as many sounds as they can and also to use finger spaces to separate their words. 
If your child has read their book with you at home please remember to fill in the reading record booklet. We really value your comments so please write a short note or if you have any concerns or worries or any successes you wish to share with us! Please read with your child as often as possible- even 5 minutes a day can increase their confidence and fluency. 
We will be encouraging all of the children to take greater responsibility for their learning by changing and choosing their own reading books on a daily basis. 

	Mathematics

The Reception children will be counting, ordering, reading and writing numbers to 20.  
Year 1 children will become more familiar with place value and numbers to 50 and beyond.

Year 1 will continue to develop their addition and subtraction skills by learning to count on and back using number lines. 
All the children will be learning to use the vocabulary related to measurement and will be comparing lengths, weights and capacity of different objects. 

	Knowledge and Understanding of the World

We will be learning about different types of weather during the different seasons. 

Our Science focus will be on Living Things and their Habitats and different types of animals. 

The children will be finding out about hot and cold places using the Internet and learning facts about The Great Fire of London. 
They will be learning about the Easter Story and also the story of Moses. 
	Expressive Arts and Design

The children will be using reclaimed materials and a variety of media (paint, chalk, collage etc) to draw, paint and create pictures and models of their choice. Year 1 will be looking at winter trees in order to create their own sketches. They will use these sketches to create winter pictures. 
We will be designing and making Easter nests as part of our work in Design Technology. 
We will be singing Easter songs and using Charanga to develop our musical skills. 
	Physical Development

We will continue to develop our Gymnastic skills by using a range of large equipment to explore travelling, balancing and jumping. The children will also be participating in some Multi Skills sessions with our specialist PE teacher, Toby. 
In class we will continue to develop fine motor control by using play dough, threading and other resources. Year 1 will be following handwriting patterns before developing their cursive letter formation. 


