Apple Class – Spring Term 2022
	Dear Parents,

Thank you for your kind words, lovely cards and generous gifts at the end of last term. We hope that you had a lovely Christmas break and we wish you all a happy and healthy 2022!
Here is an outline of our learning for the Spring Term. For the first two weeks, we will be continuing with our whole school focus on ‘Communities’ before moving on to our main focus “To the Rescue!”. We will be thinking about superheroes- not just the traditional kind but also those in our wider community.  
P.E will continue to be on Wednesdays and Thursdays. Please ensure all uniform and PE kit is labelled as this will help us to get the children changed more quickly and allow us to return any lost clothing!
Thank you for your continued support and please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions. We are always happy to help!
Kind Regards
The Apple Class Team

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development

We will continue to play lots of circle time games so that all of the children can become more confident with speaking in a larger group. We will also be using the NSPCC ‘Pantosaurus’ materials to help the children understand that their bodies belong to them and to encourage them to talk to a trusted adult if they are ever worried about anything. Here is the link if you would like to look at the materials we will be using: Talk PANTS & Join Pantosaurus - The Underwear Rule | NSPCC 
The Year 1 children will be also be talking about internet safety, basic first aid and economic well being (different ways in which people have money and the importance of saving).

	Mathematics

Reception will continue to count, order, read and write numbers to at least 10. We have looked at numbers 1-5 in depth and we will be focusing on numbers 6-10 and comparing numbers. We will focus on one number a week and during this time, we look at representing the number in different ways (e.g. counters, Numicon, on five/tens frames etc) and also the composition of each number (e.g. for 5, we could say 4 and 1, 3 and 2, 5 and 0 etc). Reception will also explore measuring through capacity and mass. 
Year 1 will continue to develop their place value knowledge of numbers to 20 and beyond. They will continue to improve their addition and subtraction skills by learning to count on and to find small differences. They will develop their measuring skills through learning about weight, capacity and measuring height and length. We will also be developing their mental maths skills by learning number facts such as doubles, number bonds and other addition facts.

	Understanding of the World (Science, Computing, History, Geography and RE)
We will be exploring seasonal change and looking at the weather patterns for Winter and Spring. 
Our Science focus will be Materials and we will learn the names and properties of various everyday materials. 
 In Computing, Year 1 will develop their design skills and create text and images, as well as learning about e-safety. Reception will continue to develop their skills through the use of Busy Things. We have just renewed our subscription to this website so you will be able to access this at home again this year. 

Our History learning will provide opportunities to learn about the work of Greta Thunberg and Rosa Parks. 
In Geography, we will build on our map skills from last term and start looking at world maps. We will learn about the location of hot and cold areas of the world in relation to the Equator. We will also begin to look at the difference between human and physical features. 
As part of our RE learning, we will be celebrating Easter and finding out about Palm Sunday and Jesus as a Friend. 

	Literacy

We will be reading superhero stories and books about the work of Rosa Parks and Greta Thunberg. We will also explore non-fiction books in relation to people who help us in the community e.g. fire service, medical staff and police.   

We will continue to use the Song of Sounds phonics programme to learn different letter sounds every week as well as high frequency ‘tricky’ words. 
Reception will continue with Song 1 and we will revisit the individual sounds such as d, m, t before moving on to the digraphs (2 letters that represent one sound) such as sh, th, ay. 
Year 1 will continue to work through Song 2 with Mrs Forrest. 

Each week, we spend time revising the sounds that we have taught to ensure that children consolidate their learning before progressing to more challenging sounds and high frequency words. 
We will continue to use key texts such the ‘Oi Frog’ series to teach the concept of rhyming words. There will be opportunities in Phonics sessions and in play to use their knowledge of letters and sounds to write simple labels and lists. The Year 1 children will write sentences and short pieces of text with increasing independence, spelling a greater number of words correctly and using fingers spaces accurately without the need for reminders. 

Year 1 will be able to change their reading books on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 
Reception children will be able to change their reading books on a Monday and a Friday. 

This will give them the opportunity to read a book at least twice before changing it for a new one. This is really important for building up fluency and word recognition skills. It will also develop their comprehension skills as they will have a greater understanding of the text once they have read it twice. Listening to their favourite stories being read aloud will also support comprehension skills. The more stories children hear, the greater understanding they have of how texts work and the more vocabulary they learn.
Please read with your child as often as possible- even 5 minutes a day can increase their confidence and fluency.  

	Expressive Arts and Design

The children will be using junk modelling to produce models of their choice. 

They will be able to immerse themselves in a variety of role-play situations linked to our new learning and we will create these role play areas with the children, using their ideas as a starting point. 

They will also be able to create their own role play costumes using our materials and other creative resources. 
We will be developing our sketching skills and will continue to enhance our colour mixing knowledge. 
Year 1 will be creating capes linked to our work on superheroes and Easter nests as part of our learning in DT. 
We will be singing Easter songs and using Charanga to develop our musical skills. 
	Physical Development

We will be exploring dance and gymnastics in the hall and multi-skills during our sessions with Henry. 

In class we will be developing the children’s gross motor skills by using the trim trail, bikes and scooters and by using the equipment to create our own obstacle courses. We will also be following the programme ‘Squiggle while you Wiggle’ to encourage the children to create large movements when mark making. 

We will support the children’s fine motor control by using play dough, small construction and utensils such as tweezers to help strengthen their finger muscles in preparation for holding a pencil. 
Y1 will be following handwriting patterns and will use cursive letter formation when they are ready. 


