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Maple Class – Summer Term 2018
	Here is an outline of what the children in Maple Class will be learning during this term. The learning in each area will be linked to the National Curriculum. PE will be on Wednesdays and Thursdays.  The children will need trainers or plimsolls for both days. Please try to log in to Tapestry as often as you can as we are now using this for messages.
Miss Skilton will be teaching Maple Class every other Wednesday while I complete Planning, Preparation and Assessment tasks. Please do not hesitate to speak to a member of staff if you have any concerns or questions.

	Topic

We will be using our local area to investigate the range of plants that grow around Colgate. They will be learning to name and describe a range of plants and trees This will also involve using geographical skills such as using simple compass directions and looking at aerial photographs to recognise landmarks and human and physical features.
The children will be planting and growing their own beanstalks. We will keep a bean diary as a record of our work. We will also be planning and carrying out an investigation to find out what plants need in order to grow well.

The class will be encouraged to develop their knowledge about seasonal change. We will be looking at day length and how the seasons affect human activity.
We will be completing a collage of plants and flowers using fabric and using the technique of applique. Any keen sewers are welcome to join us!

In RE the children will be learning about the Islamic Faith.
	English
We will be sharing stories based around plants and growing. We will be using the traditional tale of Jack and the Beanstalk to write stories which links with our current story of Nibbles the book monster.
We will continue to use our phonics programme called Song of Sounds which supports the children in learning to read and write.  The children are now very familiar with songs 1 and 2. Year 1 will be spending some time this term reading nonsense words in preparation for the Phonics Check. Year 2 have started to learn song 3 with a focus on grammar and spelling.

The children will continue to experience small group reading sessions and also some whole class guided reading sessions in which the children will practise using their retrieval and inference skills.

All the children are responsible for changing and choosing their own reading books. We very much welcome your comments in the reading record book. We do encourage the children to read at home every day where possible. Now and again please write a short note when you have read with your child as it is useful to have feedback on how your child is progressing. Thank you.
	Maths
Children in Year 1 will be learning about measurement. They will be thinking about weight, volume, height and length. Later on the children will be learning about fractions, position, direction and telling the time.

Year 2 will be learning about fractions including equivalent fractions. They will also be learning to tell the time to the nearest 15 minutes. We will be spending some time on position and direction before moving on to consolidating our learning using the four operations and revising the methods we have covered this year in order to help them solve calculations without apparatus.
Education City homework will be set regularly. This reinforces and consolidates the mathematical learning in class. Sometimes the tasks set are in preparation for the week ahead so completing theses tasks at the weekend will help your child to feel more confident and ready to achieve in class. Please try to have a look at it from time to time.

	Personal, Social and Emotional Development
Our topic of Dear Diary will cover topics such as asking for help, feeling loved and cared for, managing uncomfortable feelings – proud and jealous and dealing with worries.  We will also be thinking about growing up as part of our Relationships and Sex Education learning. This will include looking at the concept of male and female and gender stereotypes. We will be identifying and exploring some of the differences between males and females and there will also be a focus on sexual differences and we will be naming male and female body parts.
	Physical Development

We will be working on their throwing and catching skills, learning how to control and move the ball using hands and then feet.  They will have opportunities to practise the skills of tennis, basketball, football and hockey.

The class will be doing Athletics with Toby, our sports coach, too!



